Imperial Russia and the First World War: 1	1329
Hindenburg turned to Russian Poland and the Baltic provinces, Warsaw was taken on August 4, X.S.; the fortress of Xovogeorgievsk, on the Vistula, held out for three weeks after it was invested, but the fortresses of Kovno and Brest-Litovsk offered hardly any resistance. Vilna fell on September 18, N.S. In the northern sector the Germans occupied Libau, Russia's only ice-free port on the Baltic, and advanced to the gates of Riga, which, however, remained in Russian hands. In the late summer the Austrians, who had played a subordinate part during the earlier campaign, resumed the offensive, but achieved little except the capture of the fortress of Lutsk. By the end of October, when fighting gradually died down, the front line ran through points immediately west of Riga and Dvinsk and from that city almost directly south to the Rumanian border. A narrow strip of Galicia east of the river Sereth, which the Russians retained until the final collapse of their army in the summer of 1917, was all that was left of their conquests of 1914 and early 1915.
The Austro-German armies massed in 1915 on the eastern front numbered approximately 13 million divided about equally between the two partners. Russian forces, measured in terms of battalions, were supposed to exceed those of their opponents by perhaps as much as 500,000 but were actually smaller than indicated by this figure. The strength of many Russian combat units was merely 2? per cent, or even less, of their nominal complement. The depletion was not due to any shortage of man power (by September, 1915, Russia had mobilized 9.7 million men, and her total losses by the end of that year amounted to 3.4 million, including over 300,000 dead and 1.5 million missing or prisoners of war) but to the lack of training facilities and the breakdown of the replacement service. The hordes of men inducted into the army remained idle for months. There was an acute shortage of officers, non-commissioned officers, guns, machine guns, rifles, munitions, uniforms, boots, and even of living quarters and food. At the height of the retreat the artillery in some sectors of the front was rationed to one or two shells a day per gun—and even these were not always forthcoming—and during an attack infantrymen in the second and subsequent rows advanced empty-handed on the optimistic theory that they would pick up the rifles of their fellow soldiers killed in front of them. Under these conditions the mass surrenders and desertions that actually took place would seem to

